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3ear Cr. Lederberg: 

Thank you very much indeed for the extremely valuable batch of reprints vhich 
crossed my letter in the mail. I appreciate also your willingness to discuss this 
fascinating problem of scientific communication which, of course, is one v.ith Ir.l-6 ch 
we all have to be concerned throughout our professional lives. 

L:y feelings are very r;uch influenced by much association with cherrists and 
physicists, and my life-long effort to help biolo,<y to ground itself' on these more 
fundamental disciplines. I am sure that many chenists and physicists ::Ac could be 
helFfu1 to us are prevented from being so by the hi:;hlg special and technical idion 
in vihich much of the biological literature is written. This is Ferlieps rrore true 
of genetics than any other field one cculd mention. A minor consideration is the 
sheer man hours that are required even for a biologist to read papers thet are so 
largely expressed in special notation. Obviously, no one can write very :ruch in 
science without using technical concepts, words, and even notation, to SGTE extent. 
The chief choice open to the writer is 8 quantitative ore, and I rzyseli have striven 
to mke the maximum use of words v:hich I feel Ir.Rny informed biolo;;iets, chen!ists, or 
physicists who understend the concepts involved, can understand. 

I appreciate also that there is eminent precedence for a quite different approach. 
I have in mind, for instance, Sir klmoth :,right. Sir Almoth was a classicist an6 he 
loved to coin classical words to act, as he said, as zzessengers for the ideas and 
phenomena which he was trying to present. In E:y cvz2 humble estiniation, if all sciwitists 
followed Cr. ;.right's path, it v;ould lead to a sort Of ?oimr- ol" Eabel, 24~42 I a.Ii; not 
expecting universal a;;reemenl; in tlnis view. It is fun to discuss the Inat-ter zqway. 

Cordially yours, 

Stuart l.:udd 


